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Personal Introduction

Michelle Ussher

Associate Lecturer in Fine Art at CSM, Archway Campus

Subject Leader of Critical Studies & Art Theory 

West Dean College, University of Sussex. 

Dunghutti lands of the Nulla Nulla people

https://stationgallery.com/artist/michelle-ussher/

https://stationgallery.com/artist/michelle-ussher/


ARP Rational Introduction

West Dean College

C
o

ll
a

b
o

ra
ti

v
e

 W
o

rk
sh

o
p



ARP Rational Introduction

https://padlet.com/michelleussher/find-30-kt6fcys8u1nfvf0m

Aim: 

To expand the 

diversity of research 

carried out by the 

West Dean students 
with the purpose of

enriching their work 

(written and studio)

https://padlet.com/michelleussher/find-30-kt6fcys8u1nfvf0m


Rationale

Inclusive Practices

White Progressive Racism

ARP Diverse Methodologies

Plural Voices, 3rd Edition 
Introduction

• ‘The challenge is always to 

demystify to decolonize’

• ‘Sharing knowledge as a 

long-term commitment’

• ‘Consider how to facilitate 

effective ways of sharing 

knowledge (not 

“information”) as 
“information is only the 

surface of knowledge.’

• White Progressive 

Racism as ‘the 

separation of collective 

systematic racism from 

individual overt racism, 
framed as “goodness”’ 

causing ‘the most daily 

harm across race’

• ‘generate the 
development of 

perspectives’

Tuhiwai SmithDi Angelo



Rationale

Key methodologies I researched to support the project

• University of Auckland Indigenous Methodological Approach
Re-imagining student success: Integrating strategy and action through an Indigenous lens J. FIONA PETERSON, TANIA 
KA’AI, VALANCE SMITH, KATHRYN MCPHERSON

• Bell hook’s Talking art as the Spirit Moves Us
‘Seeing is an act of thinking’. 
Specifically how black/brown aesthetics are overdetermined by white aesthetics and remain unseen

• Gordon Allport. Contact Hypothesis
Contact being necessary to resolve conflict

• Arksel Tjora Writing small discoveries: an exploration of fresh observers’ observations
Observation methods for analysing the student’s Padlet’s

• Polly Savage. ‘The New Life’: Mozambican Art Students in the USSR
How Mozambican aesthetics are influenced and shaped by Soviet aesthetics.

• Donna Haraway. Staying with the Trouble and Storytelling for Earthly Survival
Categories of awareness and being aware of what you are aware / unaware of.

• Anna Tsing, The Mushroom at the end of the world
Contamination Concept (relating to Haraway’s notion of “Oddkin”

https://pgcertmussher.myblog.arts.ac.uk/2024/12/27/unit-3-research-methods/

https://pgcertmussher.myblog.arts.ac.uk/2024/12/27/unit-3-research-methods/


Level 4

Level 5

Level 6

Introduction to Students



A screenshot of a cell phone

Description automatically generated

Examples Find 30 Padlets

Example Padlet

Level 5, Student 9

Level 5, Student 4

Level 5, Student 3

Level 5, Student 2

Level 5, Student 5

Level 5, Student 9

https://padlet.com/smcculloch1909/find-thirty-rc0fnm2bjs5ktu2i
https://padlet.com/smcculloch1909/find-thirty-rc0fnm2bjs5ktu2i
https://padlet.com/cphn8v8hhk/find-30-research-i7wiky3j26ma02bg
https://padlet.com/s24lp1/find-30-project-d1xwvgtu5idj85zq
https://padlet.com/evelarey/research-practice-place-xjpvp3obg07lcrsq
https://padlet.com/6qpscfzrz7/susan-padlet-b0px23kiejek1cfm
https://padlet.com/s24cb/my-fearless-padlet-h3zax5rymk91ifpg


Findings from Padlets

RESULTS

• All Levels could find 5/5 white historical references

• All Levels struggled to find 5/5 not white references when prompted.

• When unprompted by race the highest not white references were found in Political and Cultural 

categories

• Although Level 6 struggled the most when prompted to find references that were not white, that year 

Level found the highest unprompted in the Contemporary and Political categories.

• On average, all levels indicate white references dominate their research.



Level 5 Written Assessment

• 1 out of 9 selected an exhibition by an artist 

who is not white.

• Majority selected an artists exhibition related 

to themselves eg Irish student selected an 

exhibition by an Irish artist

Reminder…

‘Sharing knowledge as a long-term commitment’

Student 4: Moco Museum, Modern Masters

‘The claim “Art and Interactivity for everyone” is not an honest description, given the £20 entry 
price and accessibility for a particular demographic. The exhibition is very Western-centric 
with a few token artists who do not fit the description. “Masters” is an unusual term to choose 

considering it is a historic Western artistic evaluation’



Problem Solving

Level 5 Art & Ethical Relations Lecture introducing Haraway’s Situational Knowledge



West Dean Colleague Feedback

West Dean Colleague 1:

‘I was wondering if there would be an opportunity within the project to get direct feedback from the students in 

terms of how it has directly impacted their work and mode of study. This could add further weight to your 

argument, particularly in relation to the specific demographic we are working with at WD. 

You could also get feedback from your PgC tutor in terms of your idea of creating a shared Padlet for non-western 
research references. I know I will really value that as a shared resource within my teaching.

West Dean Colleague 2: . . .having had tutorials with both L4.1 and L.5.1, for the first time students are 

investigating the provenance of materials that make up specific artefacts in the collection, from which 

questions arise about ownership, acquisition and contextualisation regarding the makers, their history and the 

culture in which artefacts have arrived. . . The complexity around the inclusion of diverse (Indigenous) voices 

or even mentioning/researching this area has become so complex that in some instances tutors have become 
inert, therefore a knowledge library will be an incredible resource.



Resource Library proposal

Resource Library for colleagues and students

https://padlet.com/michelleussher/resource-library-lf1smfdnmsf59nc7
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Any Questions?
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